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38th Judicial District Court 

Court Plan and Order for Procedures for Special Interest 

State of Texas v. Adrian Gonzales 

 
I. Purpose of the Plan 

 
On January 5, 2026, the 38th Judicial District Court will oversee the trial of the State of 
Texas versus Adrian Gonzales in Nueces County, Texas.  Due to immediate and extensive 
public and media interest in the criminal proceedings involving Adrian Gonzales, the trial 
court finds that the due and proper administration of justice requires the trial judge to 
establish procedures for special interest in the proceeding involving Adrian Gonzales.  
The Court finds that it is necessary, in these proceedings involving Adrian Gonzales, due 
to public and media interest, to balance the needs of the public and media with the 
provision of ongoing services and functions of the courthouse and the rights of the parties 
in this and other cases pending at the Nueces County Courthouse to a fair trial. 

The media and public have general right of access to all public judicial proceedings in the 
38th Judicial District Court.  This plan contains the policies and procedures set out by 
Judge Sid Harle, Presiding Judge.  This plan addresses public access and media 
coverage of this special interest and high profile proceeding.  Its aim is to ensure that the 
media and general public are accommodated to the best of the Court’s abilities, that an 
appropriately dignified atmosphere prevails in the courthouse and courtroom so that other 
trials and proceedings are not adversely impacted, that all security measures have been 
taken to ensure the safety and well being of court staff, parties, attorneys, media 
representatives, law enforcement, and the public and that all activities associated with 
this case be in conformance with the law. 

 The Court has considered many factors, including, but not limited to the following: 

a. The potential levels of interest of both the media and the general public in this 
particular trial/proceedings; 

b. The potential for large numbers of media and general public attending the 
particular trial/proceedings; 

c. The potential for difficulty in maintaining a calm decorous atmosphere in the 
courthouse and surrounding areas; 

d. The various security issues for the parties, lawyers, witnesses, potential jurors, 
jurors, court staff, and other courthouse offices and courts; 

e. The applicable constitutional and legal statutes and cases; 
f. The right and interests of the public and the defendant to a public trial; 
g. The right and interests of the public, the State and the defendant to a fair and 

impartial trial; 
h. The due and proper administration of justice in this case and other cases and 

proceedings occurring in the Nueces County Courthouse. 
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The trial of any case filed in the matter of the State of Texas v. Adrian Gonzales shall be 
open to the public and the press.  The Court has not and does not impose any restrictions 
on the reporting of the proceedings which occur in open court.  However, to ensure the 
fair, due, proper and orderly administration of justice in the Gonzales case, and to ensure 
the constitutional rights of the public parties, counsel for the parties, and the media, the 
Court finds it necessary to issue this Order/Plan and such other Orders and plans 
applicable for any proceedings involving the State of Texas v. Adrian Gonzales.  These 
orders and plans take effect immediately and will remain in effect until entry of a final 
judgment or further orders of this Court, which effect his Order. 

The Court has carefully evaluated the press’s First Amendment rights and the defendant’s 
Sixth Amendment rights and other constitutional rights, as well as, the right of the State 
of Texas to a fair trial.  In doing so, the Court takes judicial notice of the directives to trial 
courts set forth by the United Sates Supreme Court in Sheppard v. Maxwell which states: 

Due process requires that the accused receive a trial by an impartial jury free 
from outside influences.  Given the pervasiveness of modern 
communications and the difficulty of effacing prejudicial publicity from the 
minds of the jurors, the trial courts must take strong measures to ensure that 
the balance is never weighed against the accused…The courts must take 
such steps by rule and regulation that will protect their processes from 
prejudicial outside interference.  Neither prosecutors, counsel for the 
defense, the accused, witnesses, court staff nor enforcement officers coming 
under the jurisdiction of the court should be permitted to frustrate its function.  
Sheppard v. Maxwell, 384 U.S. 333.362 (1966). 

 
 The Court also takes judicial notice of the continuing intensive and extensive local, 
national, and international news coverage generated about this case in print, radio and 
television mediums.  Accordingly, the Court finds that a compelling governmental interest 
continues to exist in preserving the defendant’s rights to a fair trial by an impartial jury.   

 The Court finds that allowing members of the public and/or the media to interview 
any of the venire or any person chosen to serve on the jury or as an alternate in any trial 
of this case or ancillary proceeding, if indicted, before return of the final verdict on the trial 
on the merits would generate pre-trial publicity that would interfere with the defendant’s 
right to a fair trial by an impartial jury. 

 The Court further finds that, after any final verdict on the trial on the merits is 
delivered in this case, the members of the venire panel, and members of the jury in this 
and any ancillary proceeding may be interviewed, but have no obligation to talk to anyone, 
including members of the media, and may refuse all interviews or comment. 

 Upon good and proper evidence and reasons the Court finds that: 

a. The defendant is entitled to a fair and impartial jury and a speedy trial; 
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b. A change of venue alone would be ineffective in ensuring the defendant’s right to 
a fair and impartial trial; 

c. Sequestration of the jury alone would be an ineffective method of ensuring the 
defendant’s right to a fair and impartial jury; 

d. A change of venue in combination with sequestration of the jury would be 
ineffective in ensuring the defendant’s right to a fair and impartial jury; and 

e. No less restrictive means exists to deal with the specific threat to the judicial 
process and to the defendant’s right to a fair trial by an impartial jury than the issues 
of these and other Court Orders and Plan. 

II. Application Order 
 
IT IS ORDERED THAT: 

A. The pre-trial, trial, and post-trial proceedings in the State of Texas v. Adrian 
Gonzales are declared to be a Special Interest/High Profile proceeding of sufficient 
public and media interest to require the implementation of special procedures.  
This Order and Plan and such other Orders and Plans of the 38th Presiding Judge 
apply, whether directly referenced or not, to all pre-trial and trial proceedings 
including special ancillary proceedings. 

B. Emily Waldrop is hereby appointed the Court’s Operations Director and shall 
attend such meetings and perform such duties as required by the Presiding Judge. 

C. This plan shall be implemented and effective immediately upon the signature by 
the 38th Presiding Judge. 

D. A copy of this plan shall be posted at the Nueces County Courthouse for public 
view and shall be posted on the Nueces County’ Court Administrator’s web page. 

E. A copy of this Plan and Order shall be delivered to the members of the media 
attending the proceedings connected with the case of the State of Texas v. Adrian 
Gonzales.  Each media organization, company or entity shall be responsible for 
ensuring that its employees, representatives or contactors have notice of all the 
provisions of this Order and plan and such other orders regarding the media in this 
case. 

F. After proceedings commence, everyone present in the courtroom shall be seated 
and shall not stand in the back of the courtroom.  No one shall be permitted to 
enter or exit the courtroom while proceedings are in progress if deemed by the 
bailiff to be disruptive or distracting to the proceedings. 

G. Members of the public and media personnel inside and outside the courtroom shall 
not create distractions or disturbances and shall avoid restricting movement of 
persons passing through the halls and/or doors or aisles of the courtroom. 

H. No proceedings or sessions will be delayed or continued for the sole purpose of 
allowing media coverage. 

I. If any film, videotapes, visual or audio recording, or photographs are made during 
court proceedings, they shall not be considered part of the official court record. 
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J. All persons representing, employed by, or contracting with a media organization, 
company or entity shall be presumed to have notice of all the provisions of: 

a. This Order 
b. The Decorum Order 
c. Such other Court Orders and Plans in the Gonzales case, all of which are 

public record. 

III. Media 
 

A. Court Press Liaison 
 
The Court has appointed and confirms the appointment of Emily Waldrop, Nueces 
County Court Administrator as the Court’s Press Liaison, who may be contacted at 
901 Leopard, Room 402, Nueces County Courthouse, Corpus Christi, Texas 
78401, work phone:  (361) 888-0789 email:  Emily.waldrop@nuecescountytx.gov  
 

B. Media Coverage 
 
This Order/Plan, the Decorum Order, and such other Orders issued by the 38th 
Judicial District Court shall be strictly enforced.  These orders may be found in the 
Nueces County District Court public records and may be located at the 
www.nuecesco.com/courts/court-administrator/gonzales-trial-information 
 

C. Courtroom 
1. The 5th Floor Courtroom of the Nueces County Courthouse and the Nueces 

County Central Jury Room will be the designated courtrooms for the trial of 
the Gonzales case at the Nueces County Courthouse in Corpus Christi, Texas.  
The 4th floor courtroom will serve as overflow viewing of the 5th floor courtroom 
proceedings. 

2. The Courtroom will be open thirty (30) minutes before the proceedings for 
equipment set up.  The courtroom will be closed fifteen (15) minutes following 
the proceedings.  

3. The “pool” television camera and camerapersons will be located in the 
designated area approved by the Presiding Judge. 

4. The “pool” still photographers will be located in the designated area approved 
by the Presiding Judge. 

5. Courtroom procedures for recesses, entrances and exits during proceedings 
shall be determined by the Presiding Judge and set out in a Decorum Order 
and such addendums and amendments as necessary, and shall be enforced 
by the bailiffs of the Court. 
 

mailto:Emily.waldrop@nuecescountytx.gov
http://www.nuecesco.com/courts/court-administrator/gonzales-trial-information
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D. Media Room 
1. Room 117 of the Nueces County Courthouse will be designated as the Media 

Room.  The function of the Media Room is to provide a space that will serve as 
a work area for the media.  The media may not damage the Media Room and 
are responsible for keeping it clean and organized. 

2. The Media Room will be open sixty (60) minutes before the Gonzales 
proceedings and will remain open during normal business hours and for 
extended hours when the court is in session and for thirty (30) minutes after 
adjournment of such proceedings, unless the court extends past 5:30 p.m.  In 
that instance, the media room will close at the time that court ends.   

3. All cables and wires shall be placed and affixed security to avoid hazardous 
conditions for the public and media.  Only non-destructive and on-staining tape 
shall be used. 

4. Media credentials must be visible while in the media room. 
 

E. Interviews 
1. Due to public access issues, life safety concerns and space limitations, all 

interviews conducted at the courthouse must be held outside of the courthouse.   
2. At the conclusions of the daily proceedings and after the Presiding Judge 

leaves the courtroom, all media may convene in the designated interview area 
outside of the Lipan entrance of the courthouse.  If the parties wish to meet with 
the media, the parties, family, and their attorneys will be escorted to the 
designated area 15 minutes after the Presiding Judge has left the courtroom. 
 

F. Copies of Pleadings, Exhibits, Orders and Other Court Documents 
Requests for copies of all requested public record pleadings, requested admitted 
exhibits, requested public record orders and other requested public record court 
documents shall be made to Nueces.DC@nuecescountytx.gov  Legally permitted 
Ex Parte Motions and Ex Parte Orders are not public records available under the 
law and are by law Ordered sealed until such time as the law and the Court permit 
such ex parte matters to be placed in the public record.  The Court Press Liaison 
Officer may, at her discretion, provide requested motions, requested court orders, 
and other requested relevant documents to the media that the items have been 
posted on the Gonzales case web site link www.nuecesco.com/courts/court-
administrator/gonzales-trial-information 
 

G. Information and Updates 
 
Gonzales case web site link at www.nuecesco.com/courts/court-
administrator/gonzales-trial-information  The Court Press Liaison Officer will be 
responsible for insuring that proper and requested motions, statements, orders and 
other pertinent information are promptly posted on the Gonzales case.  The office 
of the 38th Judicial District Court will cooperate with forwarding proper Orders and 

mailto:Nueces.DC@nuecescountytx.gov
http://www.nuecesco.com/courts/court-administrator/gonzales-trial-information
http://www.nuecesco.com/courts/court-administrator/gonzales-trial-information
http://www.nuecesco.com/courts/court-administrator/gonzales-trial-information
http://www.nuecesco.com/courts/court-administrator/gonzales-trial-information
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court proceedings schedules to the Court Press Liaison Officer for posting and 
notification. 
 

H. Parking 
 
1. Media Parking 

There will  be a designated parking lot for media vehicles at the corner of Lipan 
and Carrizo.  Media credentials must be shown to enter the lot.  Space 
availability will be on a first-come, first-served basis. 

 
2. General Parking 

Private vehicles may be parked in public parking lots.  Vehicles will be towed if 
they block the driveways of the Nueces County Courthouse or surrounding 
businesses and if parked in unauthorized parking areas, i.e. fire lanes, 
handicapped spaces, reserved parking areas, etc.   

 
I. Activities in the Courthouse 

 
1. Access to the Building 

Court Security Policies require all persons and equipment entering the Nueces 
County Courthouse to pass through the magnetometer and security screening 
station.  Media should plan to allow sufficient time to get through the screening 
and up to the courtroom in advance of the commencement of proceedings.  
Additional screening will be available on the second floor of the courthouse.   
 

2. Movement in the Building 
Because there may be other proceedings taking place in the Nueces County 
Courthouse at any time, as a matter of judicial decorum and due to privacy, 
security, public access issues, and life safety concerns, all media equipment 
will be limited to the Media Room and the designated interview area.  There will 
be no filming or interviewing of parties, family and attorneys in hallways, outside 
of courtrooms, elevators, stairways, building lobby areas, except in designated 
areas.  Visitors will be removed from the building and property and media 
credentials will be forfeited at the discretion of the 38th Presiding Judge.  The 
38th Presiding Judge will individually sanction attorneys, witnesses, parties, law 
enforcement and court officials who violate these procedures.  Pool equipment 
is allowed in the courtroom only under the specific restrictions and orders of the 
Presiding Judge of the 38th District Court.  
 
Media personnel shall not station themselves in or around the courthouse in 
any manner that unreasonably interferes with the safety, security, or 
movements of persons in those public or secure areas, or which is disruptive 
to any office or court proceeding.   
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J. General Media Rules 

 
1. The media shall comply with the media applicable provisions of:  Decorum 

Order; this Order and Plan; and such other orders of the 38th Presiding Judge.  
2. Except for the approved “pool” and 38th Presiding Judge authorized items, there 

shall be no other cameras, webcams, video equipment, recording devices, 
transmission equipment, and similar equipment in the 4th or 5th Floor 
Courtrooms and the areas designated as security areas, unless the items are 
being used for recording an unrelated event and prior approval has been 
granted by the presiding judge of that proceeding.  No photographing, video 
recording, webcam recording, or audio recording of any attorneys, the 
defendant, the family, the witnesses, or any persons interested in the Gonzales 
case will take place in the hallways, offices or security areas in the Nueces 
County Courthouse during the Gonzales case trial proceedings unless 
expressly authorized by the 38th Presiding Judge or his Orders. 

3. All interviews connected with the Gonzales case conducted in the courthouse 
must take place in areas authorized by the 38th Presiding Judge or his orders. 

4. The media and the general public shall use the public elevators in the tower 
and the public stairwells.   

5. The prisoners’ elevators are to be used solely for the purpose of carrying 
prisoners of State, County, or Federal correctional facilities or institutions and 
their guards to the courtrooms. 

6. During the Gonzales proceedings, the Nueces County Courthouse will close 
thirty (30) minutes after the end of the press conference, if any, following the 
end of the day recess from all court proceedings and courthouse public 
business activities. 

7. Should media personnel wish to have the courthouse remain open later than 
fifteen (15) minutes past the end of the press conference, if any, following the 
end of the day recess from all court proceedings and courthouse public 
business activities, arrangements should be requested from the Security 
Committee Representative.  A bailiff will be provided to keep the appropriate 
room open with 48 hours advanced notice and at an hourly rate set by the 
Nueces County Sheriff’s Department and compensated by the media under 
their developed Media Plan. 

8. No photographing or interviewing of the jury, or any juror, prospective juror, or 
alternate juror, while in the jury box, in the courtroom, in the jury deliberating 
room, during recess, or transport security areas, during the Gonzales trial 
proceedings is permitted. 

9. No audio, webcam or video recording or audio, web cam or video broadcast is 
permitted within the courtrooms during voir dire and jury selection, unless 
express written consent is granted by the Presiding Judge of the 38th District 
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Court and then the potential or selected jurors may not be videoed or their 
statements recorded. 

10. No person shall make, distribute, publish or broadcast in any fashion or in any 
medium, any picture, photograph, or visual representation of any persons 
chosen to serve on a jury in the Gonzales proceedings which was obtained in 
violation of this Order. 

11. No persons may repeatedly request interviews or repeatedly ask questions of 
a juror, potential juror, or former juror after the juror has expressed his or her 
desire not to be interviewed. 

12. Seating for the media and the public will be on a space available basis during 
the voir dire, jury selection, and Gonzales proceedings as determined by the 
38th Presiding Judge and fire code restrictions.  

13. All persons are prohibited from interfering with the orderly entrance or exit of 
persons to or from the courtroom or courthouse. 

14. In case of an emergency of any kind, contact Captain Laura Garcia at (361) 
887-2247 and identify yourself, your connection with the Gonzales case, how 
to contact you and your emergency. 

15. During the trial in the 5th Floor Courtroom, Court TV will be designated as the 
pool television camera.  They will be allowed to install two remote operated 
cameras in the designated areas, along with audio equipment.  No other 
television cameras will be allowed in the courtroom.  This pool feed will be 
coordinated by Court TV and a pool feed will be available for viewing in the 
media room.  Arrangement to receive the pool feed should be made directly 
with Court TV’s representative.  One still photographer (with not more than two 
cameras and four lenses) will be permitted in the 5th floor courtroom during the 
trial of this case, along with such credentialed media reporters, maximum 10 
reserved seats per day.  AP Photographer Eric Gray will be covering January 
6th.   

16. No request for radio or sketch artist pool has been made to the court.   
17. No cell phones, pagers, other non-pool cameras, other non-pool recording 

devices, webcams, laptop computers, or other prohibited equipment or devices 
shall be allowed in the 5th floor or 4th floor courtrooms of the Nueces County 
Courthouse.   
 

IV. SECURITY 
 
A. Security Committee 

 
1. The 38th Presiding Judge will designate a Security Committee that will 

convene immediately following the calendaring of a special interest/high 
profile proceeding.  The Security Committee will be made up of 
representatives from the following persons or offices: 
a. Nueces County Sheriff John Hooper 
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b. Uvalde County Sheriff Ruben Nolasco 
c. Corpus Christi Police Department 
d. Bailiff 
e. Courthouse Security Office 
f. Emily Waldrop, Nueces County Court Administrator/Court Press 

Liaison Officer 
g. Such other individuals designated by the 38th Presiding Judge 

 
2. This Security Committee will be responsible for: 

a. Developing a security coverage plan that will delineate officer 
coverage of the building and outside perimeters. 

b. Preparing a security plan in the event of demonstrations. 
c. Delineating the movement of the defendant, attorneys, witnesses, 

family, prospective and selected jurors, media, and the public within 
the Nueces County Courthouse, press conference areas, and Media 
Room. 

d. Notifying the necessary authorities to allow sufficient time to 
schedule adequate security and maintenance. 

e. Working with the 38th Presiding Judge and Nueces County Sheriff to 
accommodate other special needs and requests of the law 
enforcement, media, attorneys, witnesses, family, jurors, other 
courthouse officials and staff, and the public. 

3. Approval of Security Committee Plan 
All proposed security plans and decisions made by the Security 
Committee will be submitted to the 38th Presiding Judge and the Sheriff 
of Nueces County, Texas for their joint approval.  If approved by both the 
Presiding Judge and the Sheriff, the plan will become immediately 
effective.  The plan may be amended and modified by joint approval of 
the 38th Presiding Judge and the Nueces County Sheriff. 
 

B. Security Restricted Areas of Nueces County Courthouse 
 
1. The trial will be held in the 5th Floor Courtroom of the Nueces County 

Courthouse with overflow viewing available on the 4th Floor Courtroom.  
The initial portion of jury selection will be conducted in the Central Jury 
Room on the first floor of the Nueces County Courthouse.  The Judge’s 
chambers, Grand Jury Room, Dispute Resolution Conference Room, 
and Room 501 are included in the Security Restricted Area due to their 
use by the court and litigants during the trial.   

2. The 38th Presiding Judge may designate additional security restricted 
areas as needed. 
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C. Public Access Security Order 
 
1. All persons entering the Nueces County Courthouse will be required to 

pass through the magnetometers and be subject to further search.  
Non-media credentialed persons may not possess any weapons, 
cameras, web cams or recording or broadcasting devices or cell 
phones.  

2. Banners, signs, or flags similar items will not be permitted inside the 
Nueces County Courthouse, except those approved signs and flags 
already located in the Nueces County Courthouse, or approved for 
posting by the presiding judges, office holders or Nueces County 
Judge’s office. 

3. The 38th Presiding Judge shall allocate the courtroom seating, 
balancing the needs of the litigants, attorneys, media, public and staff.  
No standing room is permitted.   

4. The public may not congregate in the hallways or lobby areas of the 
building so as to create a security or traffic flow problem. 

 
D. Movement of the Family of Defendant and Family of Deceased Children 

 
1. The Court’s designated representative of the Security Committee will 

confer with the family prior to the proceedings to discuss their 
movement through the building.  All movement should be planned in 
advance.   

2. At all times possible the family will be escorted together or in such 
groups as determined by the Security Committee Representative.  If 
needed, at the discretion of the 38th Presiding Judge, the family may be 
moved by secure means. 

3. The family will remain in the courtroom reserved seating.  If excluded 
from the courtroom under the Rule of Witnesses the family will remain 
in the Witness Waiting Room/Area until called to testify.  They must 
follow all instructions as to arrival the courthouse, waiting room/area, 
and security escort to the courtroom for presentation of their testimony.  
Failure to follow instructions, security plans and decorum orders may 
be subject to sanctions by the 38th Presiding Judge. 

 
E. Movement of the Attorneys 

 
1. The designated representative of the Security Committee will confer with 

the attorneys prior to the proceedings to discuss their movement through 
the building.  All movement should be planned in advance. 

2. At such times requested by the attorneys or deemed necessary by the 
Security Committee Representative the attorneys will be  escorted together 
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or in such groups as determined by the Security Committee Representative.  
If needed, at the discretion of the 38th Presiding Judge, the attorneys may 
be moved by secure means. 

 
F. Movement of the Witnesses 

 
1. The designated representative of the Security Committee will confer with 

the witnesses prior to the proceedings to discuss their movement through 
the building.  All movement should be planned in advance. 

2. At all times possible, the witnesses will be escorted together or in such 
groups as determined by the Security Committee Representative.  If 
needed, at the discretion of the 38th Presiding Judge, the witnesses may be 
moved in a secure manner. 

3. The witnesses must remain in the Witness Ready Room/Area until called to 
the courtroom by the Court’s bailiff. 

4. The attorney requesting or requiring the presence of a witness must have 
that witness contact the Security Committee Representative 48 hours 
before their testimony to schedule the conference with the designated 
representative of the Security Committee.  They must follow all instructions 
as to arrival at the courthouse, waiting room/area, and security escort to the 
courtroom for presentation of their testimony.  Failure of counsel or the 
witness to follow instructions, security plans, and decorum orders may be 
subject to sanctions by the 38th Presiding Judge. 

G. Movement of the Defendant 

1. The designated representative of the Security Committee will confer with 
the defendant and his counsel prior to the proceedings to discuss his 
movement through the building.  All movement should be planned in 
advance. 

2. At all times possible the defendant will be escorted in street dress through 
the security screening area to the designated defendant waiting area until 
brought through the 5th Floor Courtroom, as determined by the Security 
Committee Representative.  All due and proper security measures shall be 
utilized to ensure the security of the defendant during trial.   

H. Movement of the Jurors 

1. The Sheriff of Nueces County and the 38th District Court bailiff will confer 
with the 38th Presiding Judge prior to the proceedings to discuss the jurors’ 
movement to and from the courtroom and courthouse.  All movement should 
be planned in advance. 

2. At all times possible, the jury will be assembled in a designated parking area 
and transported with security to the Nueces County Courthouse and 5th floor 
Courtroom, as required by the 38th Presiding Jduge.  All due and proper 
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security measures shall be utilized to ensure the compliance with the 
Court’s Orders for jury security, sequestration, and other matters deemed 
necessary and proper to preserve the integrity of the jury system. 

3. No media, public, witness or legal counsel or their representatives may 
make contact with or communicate with the jurors or the juror’s family unless 
authorized by the 38th Presiding Judge and allowed by law. 
 

V. Public Access 
 
A. Public access to the Nueces County Courthouse shall be subject to security 

searches for all individuals having courthouse business, an interest in a 
pending proceeding, or wishing to attend a public proceeding at the Nueces 
County Courthouse. 

B. Public access to the 4th and 5th Floor Courtrooms and other designated 
security areas shall be supervised by the security officers.  The 38th 
Presiding Judge will allocate courtroom seating and a courtroom half-day 
pass issued on a first come, first served basis will allocate public seating.  
The line to obtain the half-day pass will form on the second floor of the 
Courthouse by the security officer.  The public will not be allowed to 
congregate in the hallways but must obtain their half-day pass and proceed 
immediately to the courtroom for seating.  Half-day passes will be 
distributed at the following times:  

 Morning trial proceedings:  8:15 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. 

 Afternoon trial proceedings: 1:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. 

C. The public must comply with the Decorum Order.  Failure to comply with the 
Decorum Order will result in immediate forfeiture of the half-day pass and, 
at the discretion of the trial judge, result in further sanctions. 

D. All persons are prohibited from interfering with the orderly entrance or exit 
of persons to or from the courtroom or courthouse. 

E. All clothing that is inflammatory in nature, refers to the defendant or victims 
by picture or name, or references to the death penalty, or is inappropriate 
courtroom attire is strictly prohibited. 

F. Individuals attending other proceedings at the Nueces County Courthouse 
will be permitted access to their proceedings. 
 

VI. Implementation of Plan 
 
A. This plan is effective as of the date of its written approval by the 38th 

Presiding Judge and is subject to amendments and modifications as 
deemed necessary by the 38th Presiding Judge. 
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B. The Court Administrator shall communicate with the security plan 
committee, attorneys, and such other individuals to ensure that this Plan is 
being properly implemented and shall report back to the 38th Presiding 
Judge. 

C. The Court Administrator shall assist the trial judge with the coordination of 
any task relating to the case. 

D. The Sheriff and Security Committee Representative shall keep other judges 
informed of any security issues present during the trial. 
 

VII. Other Provisions 
 
A. At the discretion of the security personnel, persons may be requested to 

submit to searches of their persons and/or belongings prior to entry of the 
courtroom.  This search is in addition to the security measures at the 
entrance of the Nueces County Courthouse.   

B. The 38th Presiding Judge may impose reasonable time, place, and manner 
restrictions on access to trial proceedings.  For example, admittance to the 
courtroom can be conditioned on obtaining a pass, spectators providing 
identification, submitting to security screening, and entering only during 
certain hours.  Limitations on ingress and egress may be necessary to 
maintain security, avoid interruptions, ensure a non-disruptive atmosphere, 
or prevent overcrowding.  
 

VIII. Violations of Plan or Orders of Court 
 
A violation of this Plan or other Orders of the Court may result in suspension of 
a general public pass, media credentials, media pass, access to the media 
room, expulsion from the courtroom or courthouse for the duration of the trial 
proceedings, in a finding of Contempt of Court which carries with it a penalty of 
up to six (6) months in Nueces County Jail and a fine not to exceed five hundred 
dollars ($500.00), or such other sanctions as determined by the 38th Presiding 
Judge as necessary for the due and proper administration of justice.  
 

IX. Contact Information  
 
The contact information for the 38th Judicial District Court is as follows: 
 
Honorable Sid Harle 
Presiding Judge 
San Antonio, Texas 
 
Sheriff John Hooper 
Nueces County Sheriff 



17 

901 Leopard Street 
Corpus Christi, TX 78401 
(361) 887-2222 
Contact.sheriff@nuecescountytx.gov  
 
Emily Waldrop  
Nueces County Court Administrator / Court Press Liaison Officer 
901 Leopard, Room 402 
Corpus Christi, TX 78401 
(361) 888-0789 
Emily.waldrop@nuecescountytx.gov 
 
Nicole Boies 
Official Court Reporter 
Nicole.boies@uvaldecounty.gov 
 
Fidelia (Lela) Ballesteros 
38th District Court Coordinator 
(830) 278-3913 

 

 SIGNED AND ORDERED this 6th day of January, 2026. 
 
_/s/ Sid Harle____________________ 
Honorable Sid Harle 
Presiding Judge 
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